
Hansard Tuesday, 8 August 2006

Speech by

Peter Lawlor

MEMBER FOR SOUTHPORT
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Mr LAWLOR (Southport—ALP) (11.55 am): Over the past few years I have worked hard in the

Southport electorate. Much of that work has consisted of doorknocking and letterboxing and I have sent
out literally tens of thousands of letters. I have had a flood of responses and suggestions relating to many
subjects and issues. However, the issue which has received the greatest attention is the Gold Coast City
Council, the circumstances of its election in 2004 and continuing allegations that it is dysfunctional. Other
government members and candidates that I have spoken to have had similar responses. 

Until recently I have resisted calls for the sacking of the council as basically I believe that a
democratically elected council, in the absence of some exceptional circumstances, should not be
dismissed. I certainly do not believe that an administrator appointed in the situation where a council is
dismissed can carry out the functions of the council adequately. The suggestion by many people is that the
administrator be appointed until the next local authority elections in March 2008. Some Gold Coast
residents believe that 25 years ago when the then local government minister, Russ Hinze, sacked the old
Gold Coast City Council and replaced it with an administrator things worked very well. They are wrong.
Although things did work well for some people, including Russ Hinze—he had his application for twin high-
rise residential towers on Burleigh Hill approved within weeks. I doubt that an application for high-rise
buildings in a residential area would have been approved by an elected council. I do not consider that the
appointment of an administrator is a good substitute for a properly elected council. 

I am therefore calling on the Premier to consider, if re-elected, bringing forward the Gold Coast City
Council elections to 2007—next year. This would mean that the first term of a newly elected council would
be up to five years. It would be pointless to have another election at the time of the next local government
elections in March 2008. The council would be elected for the remaining months of this term plus four
years for the next term. Subsequent elections would then be synchronised with the normal local
government election cycle. 

It was only in recent years that the local government term was three years. This was extended to
four years by the Beattie government. There is also a precedent for this as Rob Borbidge, when he
became Premier, brought the Gold Coast City Council elections forward. In March next year the Gold
Coast City Council would have served three years, the term that used to be the norm for local authorities. 

In my speech on 30 March I mentioned the absolute contempt that the council has shown for its
3,500 workers in enterprise bargaining negotiations. I mentioned that whilst the CEO and departmental
heads were granted a pay rise of $50,000 per year, they were negotiating to reduce or remove conditions
and allowances for ordinary workers. This is how Australian workers will be treated under the new John
Howard IR laws. I was contacted by many of those workers but no councillors about the enterprise
bargaining negotiations. 

There was actually a ballot conducted which has now concluded. I have here a copy of the ballot
paper. There is no certification on this ballot paper; one just votes yes or no and puts it in a ballot box which
is located at libraries and depots and so on. There is no information about the enterprise agreement
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details, although I am told that that is available if requested and is also on the web site. The ballot is open
to abuse. It closed yesterday at 9 o’clock. All that is needed to rort this ballot is a supply of orange A4
paper and a photocopier. Hundreds of fraudulent votes could have been cast. It is a Keystone cops type of
ballot.

On the issue of water, many councils and residents in south-east Queensland have blamed the state
government for failure to plan and build necessary infrastructure, notwithstanding that water supply is a
responsibility of local authorities. The Premier’s announcement this morning will make water supply the
responsibility of the state government, which has committed funds for desalination of water and for the
raising of the Hinze Dam on the Gold Coast, notwithstanding that the Gold Coast City Council makes
$80 million a year from water, which goes to subsidising the general rate. That would be okay if the water
infrastructure were up to scratch, but it is obviously not. The $80 million made from water each year should
be put back into water infrastructure. So I am calling on the Premier to bring forward the Gold Coast City
Council elections to 2007 and give the residents and the 3,500 council workers the opportunity to pass
judgement on the Gold Coast City Council. 
File name: lawl2006_08_08_47.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Gold Coast City Council
	Mr LAWLOR (Southport-ALP) (11.55 am): Over the past few years I have worked hard in the Southport electorate. Much of that work ...
	Until recently I have resisted calls for the sacking of the council as basically I believe that a democratically elected council...
	I am therefore calling on the Premier to consider, if re-elected, bringing forward the Gold Coast City Council elections to 2007...
	It was only in recent years that the local government term was three years. This was extended to four years by the Beattie gover...
	In my speech on 30 March I mentioned the absolute contempt that the council has shown for its 3,500 workers in enterprise bargai...
	There was actually a ballot conducted which has now concluded. I have here a copy of the ballot paper. There is no certification...
	On the issue of water, many councils and residents in south-east Queensland have blamed the state government for failure to plan...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


